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components must ensure implementa-
tion of these practices.

(b) Social and economic sustainability.
The plan must include plan compo-
nents, including standards or guide-
lines, to guide the plan area’s contribu-
tion to social and economic sustain-
ability, taking into account:

(1) Social, cultural, and economic
conditions relevant to the area influ-
enced by the plan;

(2) Sustainable recreation; including
recreation settings, opportunities, and
access; and scenic character;

(3) Multiple uses that contribute to
local, regional, and national economies
in a sustainable manner;

(4) Ecosystem services;

(5) Cultural and historic resources
and uses; and

(6) Opportunities to connect people
with nature.

§219.9 Diversity of plant and animal
communities.

This section adopts a complementary
ecosystem and species-specific ap-
proach to maintaining the diversity of
plant and animal communities and the
persistence of native species in the
plan area. Compliance with the eco-
system requirements of paragraph (a)
is intended to provide the ecological
conditions to both maintain the diver-
sity of plant and animal communities
and support the persistence of most na-
tive species in the plan area. Compli-
ance with the requirements of para-
graph (b) is intended to provide for ad-
ditional ecological conditions not oth-
erwise provided by compliance with
paragraph (a) for individual species as
set forth in paragraph (b). The plan
must provide for the diversity of plant
and animal communities, within For-
est Service authority and consistent
with the inherent capability of the
plan area, as follows:

(a) Ecosystem plan components. (1) Eco-
system integrity. As required by
§219.8(a), the plan must include plan
components, including standards or
guidelines, to maintain or restore the
ecological integrity of terrestrial and
aquatic ecosystems and watersheds in
the plan area, including plan compo-
nents to maintain or restore their
structure, function, composition, and
connectivity.
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(2) Ecosystem diversity. The plan must
include plan components, including
standards or guidelines, to maintain or
restore the diversity of ecosystems and
habitat types throughout the plan
area. In doing so, the plan must include
plan components to maintain or re-
store:

(i) Key characteristics associated
with terrestrial and aquatic ecosystem
types;

(ii) Rare aquatic and terrestrial plant
and animal communities; and

(iii) The diversity of native tree spe-
cies similar to that existing in the plan
area.

(b) Additional, species-specific plan
components. (1) The responsible official
shall determine whether or not the
plan components required by paragraph
(a) of this section provide the ecologi-
cal conditions necessary to: contribute
to the recovery of federally listed
threatened and endangered species,
conserve proposed and candidate spe-
cies, and maintain a viable population
of each species of conservation concern
within the plan area. If the responsible
official determines that the plan com-
ponents required in paragraph (a) are
insufficient to provide such ecological
conditions, then additional, species-
specific plan components, including
standards or guidelines, must be in-
cluded in the plan to provide such eco-
logical conditions in the plan area.

(2) If the responsible official deter-
mines that it is beyond the authority
of the Forest Service or not within the
inherent capability of the plan area to
maintain or restore the ecological con-
ditions to maintain a viable population
of a species of conservation concern in
the plan area, then the responsible offi-
cial shall:

(i) Document the basis for that deter-
mination (§219.14(a)); and

(ii) Include plan components, includ-
ing standards or guidelines, to main-
tain or restore ecological conditions
within the plan area to contribute to
maintaining a viable population of the
species within its range. In providing
such plan components, the responsible
official shall coordinate to the extent
practicable with other Federal, State,
Tribal, and private land managers hav-
ing management authority over lands
relevant to that population.
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(c) Species of conservation concern. For
purposes of this subpart, a species of
conservation concern is a species, other
than federally recognized threatened,
endangered, proposed, or candidate spe-
cies, that is known to occur in the plan
area and for which the regional for-
ester has determined that the best
available scientific information indi-
cates substantial concern about the
species’ capability to persist over the
long-term in the plan area.

§219.10 Multiple use.

While meeting the requirements of
§§219.8 and 219.9, the plan must provide
for ecosystem services and multiple
uses, including outdoor recreation,
range, timber, watershed, wildlife, and
fish, within Forest Service authority
and the inherent capability of the plan
area as follows:

(a) Integrated resource management for
multiple use. The plan must include
plan components, including standards
or guidelines, for integrated resource
management to provide for ecosystem
services and multiple uses in the plan
area. When developing plan compo-
nents for integrated resource manage-
ment, to the extent relevant to the
plan area and the public participation
process and the requirements of §§219.7,
219.8, 219.9, and 219.11, the responsible
official shall consider:

(1) Aesthetic values, air quality, cul-
tural and heritage resources, eco-
system services, fish and wildlife spe-
cies, forage, geologic features, grazing
and rangelands, habitat and habitat
connectivity, recreation settings and
opportunities, riparian areas, scenery,
soil, surface and subsurface water qual-
ity, timber, trails, vegetation,
viewsheds, wilderness, and other rel-
evant resources and uses.

(2) Renewable and nonrenewable en-
ergy and mineral resources.

(3) Appropriate placement and sus-
tainable management of infrastruc-
ture, such as recreational facilities and
transportation and utility corridors.

(4) Opportunities to coordinate with
neighboring landowners to link open
spaces and take into account joint
management objectives where feasible
and appropriate.

(b) Habitat conditions, subject to the
requirements of §219.9, for wildlife,
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fish, and plants commonly enjoyed and
used by the public; for hunting, fishing,
trapping, gathering, observing, subsist-
ence, and other activities (in collabora-
tion with federally recognized Tribes,
Alaska Native Corporations, other Fed-
eral agencies, and State and local gov-
ernments).

(6) Land status and ownership, use,
and access patterns relevant to the
plan area.

(7) Reasonably foreseeable risks to
ecological, social, and economic sus-
tainability.

(8) System drivers, including domi-
nant ecological processes, disturbance
regimes, and stressors, such as natural
succession, wildland fire, invasive spe-
cies, and climate change; and the abil-
ity of the terrestrial and aquatic eco-
systems on the plan area to adapt to
change (§219.8);

(9) Public water supplies and associ-
ated water quality.

(10) Opportunities to connect people
with nature.

(b) Requirements for plan components
for a new plan or plan revision. (1) The
plan must include plan components, in-
cluding standards or guidelines, to pro-
vide for:

(i) Sustainable recreation; including
recreation settings, opportunities, and
access; and scenic character. Recre-
ation opportunities may include non-
motorized, motorized, developed, and
dispersed recreation on land, water,
and in the air.

(ii) Protection of cultural and his-
toric resources.

(iii) Management of areas of tribal
importance.

(iv) Protection of congressionally
designated wilderness areas as well as
management of areas recommended for
wilderness designation to protect and
maintain the ecological and social
characteristics that provide the basis
for their suitability for wilderness des-
ignation.

(v) Protection of designated wild and
scenic rivers as well as management of
rivers found eligible or determined
suitable for the National Wild and Sce-
nic River system to protect the values
that provide the basis for their suit-
ability for inclusion in the system.
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